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KOSOVO VERIFICATION MISSION - SPOT REPORT 

MASSACRE OF CIVILIANS IN RACAK 

On I 5th January the KYM reported a serious deterioration of the situation in the 
Stimlje area.· Racak, Malopoljce, Petrova and Belince villages (south and west 
·of Stimlje) were all affected. VJ and police forces prevented KYM patrols from
entering the area but late in the afternoon a KYM patrol did get to the village of
Racak. Verifiers saw one dead Albanian civilian and five injured civilians
including a woman and a boy suffering from gunshot wounds. The KYM also
received unconfirmed reports of other deaths in the area. Residents of Racak
claimed that men had been segregated from women and children and that 20
males had been arrested and taken away. The verifiers took the details and
evacuated the casualties before the onset of darkness.

The verifier's reports indicated. a vJholesale violation of the ceasefire by the
security forces. KYM Headquarters protested this action to the FRY authorities
in Pristina.

On 16th January, KYM teams; including human right verifiers went to Racak
village. EU KDOM teams also sent patrols. By 1250 hours, the first confirmed
reports were received of civilians having been killed.

The accounts of surviving residents said that the killing had taken place on the
15th January. They said that following VJ and police attacks, security forces had
entered Racak. Some were dressed in police uniforms, others in black uniforms
and balaclavas. They claimed these forces had executed some residents and
detained others.

The first KYM teams to arrive in Racak on 16th January found 11 bodies in the
village houses. A further 23 male victims were found on high ground behind
Racak. Survivors said these victims were those reported to the KYM patrol on
15th January as having been detained by the police. Five bodies had been
removed by ·families to Malopoljce. The remaining victims were in the vicinity
of Racak.

Based on initial KYM reports the Head of Mission went to the village himself
accompanied by two Deputy Heads of Mission. Having seen the site of the
killings Ambassador Walker wrote the following account:

·"On arrival villagers guided me to a site where I saw, much to
· my horror and shock, the bodies of over twenty men who had




